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1752: THE GREAT TIME MYSTERY 

THE NEWSLETTER IS 
NOW ONLINE! 

Faced with the ongoing financial 

crisis, schools are increasingly left 

with no option but to cut the past 

tense �³  a grammatical construction 

traditionally used to talk about ac-

tions that have happened at an ear-

lier point in time �³  from their English 

programs. 

A part of English school grammar for 

more than 500 years, the past tense 

was deemed by school administrators 

to be too expensive to keep in pri-

mary and secondary education. 

"This was not an easy decision, but 

teaching our students how to use past 

verbs in a way that would allow them 

to describe events that have already 

occurred is a luxury that we can no 

longer afford," a high-school principal 

said. "With our current budget, the 

past tense must unfortunately be-

come a thing of the past." 

The Department of Education decided 

Monday to remove "-ed" endings from 

all of the English classrooms, saving 

schools $3 million a year. Officials 

say they plan to slowly phase out the 

past tense by first eliminating the 

past perfect; once students have 

adjusted to the change, the past con-

tinuous, the past perfect, and then 

the simple past will be cut.  

Past-tense instruction is only the 

latest school program to face the 

chopping block. School have already 

been forced to cut addition and sub-

traction from their math depart-

ments, while nearly all high schools 

have reduced other foreign language 

courses to only the most basic 

phrases, including "May I please use 
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to go to the beach with Nguyen and 

Tam!" Some officials are even calling 

for an end to teaching grammar itself, 

saying that in many country schools, 

where funding is most lacking, stu-

dents rarely use grammar at all. 

Regardless of the recent upheaval, 

students throughout the country are 

learning to accept, and even em-

brace, the change to their curriculum. 

"At first I think the decision to drop 

the past tense from class is ridicu-

lous, and I feel very upset by it," said 

Nguyen Thi Thuy, a seventh-grade 

student at Marie Curie School in 

HCMC. "But now, it's almost like it 

never happens."  

Bell Vietnam is proud to announce 

that the past simple will continue to 

be a part of our curriculum if students 

continue to attend our classes. So 

come to study  and remember to use 

the past simple! 

FINANCIAL CRISIS HITS 
SCHOOLS - PAST TENSE CUT! 

Cutting Costs: Past simple is history! 

What happened to the 11 days? 
 

Something strange happened in Britain in Septem-

ber 1752 �² we lost 11 days!  In much of the world the 

calendar used is called the Gregorian Calendar, named 

after Pope Gregory XII who introduced it in 1582.   
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extra day in February.  This means that the year corre-

sponds closely with the astronomical year (365.24219 

days). 

Up until 1753, the calendar used in Britain was the 

Julian Calendar.  It was based on the solar year, the 

time it takes the earth to rotate around the Sun.  The 

Julian Calendar was 365.25 days so it was fractionally 

too long and over time the calendar fell out with the 

seasons. 

In 1752 Britain decided to correct this by abandoning 

the Julian calendar in favour of the Gregorian. By doing 

so, 3 September instantly became 14 September - and 

as a result, nothing whatsoever happened in British 

history between 3 and 13 September 1752.  

Many people believed their lives would be shortened. 

They protested in the streets, demanding "Give us back 

our 11 days!"  As you could imagine, people whose 

birthdays fell between the 3 and 14 September were 

particularly upset! 

The Bell Vietnam Times is pub-

lished every month and we hope 

helps you both learn and smile.  

Each issue contains humorous 

stories, news about Bell, articles 

on language learning tips and 

much more!   

In addition to our monthly pub-

lished newsletter we send out a 

weekly message to all our Face-

book group members.  This also 

contains fun stories and helpful 

language learning tips but is de-

livered electronically.  This means 

we can include links to other sites 

like YouTube where you can read, 

watch, listen and learn much 

more! 

We would like to know what you 

think about our newsletter, its 

content and if you prefer it in hard-

copy, electronic format or both.  To 

find out what you think, Bell Direc-

tor Mr Peter Cornish will be visiting 

classes over the next week or so to 

discuss this with you.   

However, If you want to contact 

him about this then his email is 

petercornish@bellvietnam.com  

He hopes you will write and looks 

forward to speaking with you and 

hearing your opinion! 


