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HO HO HO CHI MINH CITY! 

ITõS CHRISTMAS TIME! 
Christmas is coming and the geese are getting fat 

Please put a penny in the old manõs hat; 

If you havenõt got a penny, a haõpenny will do, 

If you havenõt got a haõpenny the God bless you! 

 

The lyrics of this song were written to associate the Christmas 

feast with geese which were traditional English Christmas fayre. 

The meaning that was conveyed to a child was that the festive 

period was a time when each should give to charity, according 

to their means...even if they could only give their blessing!  

 

The Christmas Dinner is the main Christmas meal and is tradi-

tionally eaten at noon or early afternoon on Christmas Day in 

England and throughout Britain.  Traditionally, the dinner in-

cludes roast goose or turkey served with brussel sprouts, roast 

potatoes, cranberry sauce, rich nutty stuffing, tiny sausages 

wrapped in bacon and lashings of hot gravy! 

 

For pudding we eat rich, fruity pudding which is doused in flam-

ing brandy ð said to ward off evil spirits.  This is called Christ-

mas pudding and traditionally has small coins hidden in it to 

bring luck to the person who finds it. 

 

Another Christmas tradition involving turkey is to pull its 

wishbone.  This is one of the bones in the turkey shaped like a 

ôYó.  Two people each hold an end of the bone and pull.  When 

the bone breaks, the person holding the larger piece of bone 

makes a wish. 

 

Another Christmas Dinner tradition is crackers.  These are 

placed on the table in front of where each person will sit.  Be-

fore the start of the meal the crackers are pulled between two 

people and when they break, out falls a hat, a small present 

and a joke! 

 

Come and join our Christmas Celebration on Friday 18th De-

cember, 2009 at the new Speak Easy Cafe @ Bell. 

SANTA CLAUS IS 

COMING TO TOWN.... 
SO IS THE SPEAK EASY CAFE! 
For those of you who are regu-

lars at Bell, you would have 

seen the new addition to our 

courtyard ð the Speak Easy 

Café!  We want to invite you to 

come and relax before or after 

class with a delicious ARA 

coffee, a fresh fruit juice, òsinh 

toó or smoothie or perhaps 

something delicious to eat.   

The Speak Easy Café has 

been a  long awaited addition 

to Bell Vietnam and will be-

come a place for our students 

and friends to relax and prac-

tice English outside of the 

classroom.  We will be hosting 

regular events from English 

Clubs to quiz nights, film 

events and weekend parties.   

It will be a great place for you 

to mingle with the teachers, 

other Vietnamese students 

and visiting foreigners to 

speak English whilst having a 

refreshingly cool drink! 

 

We would like to invite you to 

come to our opening night on 

Friday the 18th @ 6pm! So we 

look forward to meeting you 

on Friday Night to witness the 

opening night of the cafe and 

to celebrate a new exciting 

beginning for our students at 

Bell Vietnam in 2010. 
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Across  

 

1. What Santa gives naughty kids. 
4. What Santa wears on his feet. 
6. Good. 
8. The color of Santa's suit. 
9. Santa's animals. 
10. Santa's last name. 
11. Santa's laugh. 
12. Santa's helper 
13. What children hang on the fire-
place. 
14. What Santa gives people. 
17. Place where Santa enters your 
house. 
18. Happy.  

Down  
 
2. What Santa checks. 
3. Where Santa's elves make the 
toys. 
5. Place where children sit and tell 
Santa about their Christmas 
wishes. 
6. Where Santa lives. 
7. Something on Santa's face.  
9. Place where Santa parks his 
sleigh. 
10. What Santa eats and drinks. 
13. Santa's car. 
15. Bad. 
16. You ________ not cry.  

CHRISTMAS  CROSSWORD  

YOU JUST 
GOTTA LOVE 
ENGLISH...  
 

English Spelling  
 
 

English (especially British English) is not spelt phonetically. Two words can share 

none, any or all of Spelling, Pronunciation and Meaning. All languages have 

synonyms (words with unrelated spelling and pronunciation but the same mean-

ing) and words with multiple meanings. However English has an exceptional 

disparity between spelling and pronunciation. 

 

Words that are spelled differently but share the same pronunciation are called 

homophones. These can be especially confusing, even for native speakers of 

English. Usually homophones are in groups of two (our, hour), but very occasion-

ally they can be in groups of three (to, too, two) or even four. 

 

Two groups of homophones that cause endless problems for native speakers 

and English learners are ôyourõ and ôyouõreõ and ôtheirõ, thereõ and ôtheyõreõ. Make 

sure you know which is which! Hereõs a great poem showing us the confusion 

homophones and cause. 

Eye Halve a Spelling 

Chequer 

Eye halve a spelling chequer 

It came with my pea sea 

It plainly marques four my revue 

Miss steaks eye kin knot sea. 

Eye strike a quay and type a word 

And weight four it two say 

Weather eye am wrong oar write 

It shows me strait a weigh. 

As soon as a mist ache is maid 

It nose bee fore two long 

And eye can put the error rite 

Its really ever wrong. 

Eye have run this poem threw it 

I am shore your pleased two no 

Its letter perfect in it's weigh 

My chequer tolled me sew. 

I have a Spelling 

Checker 

I have a spelling checker 

It came with my PC 

It plainly marks for my review 

Mistakes I cannot see. 

I strike a key and type a word 

And wait for it to say 

Whether I am wrong or right 

It shows me straight away. 

As soon as a mistake is made 

It knows before too long 

And I can put the error right 

It's rarely ever wrong. 

I have run this poem through it 

I am sure you're pleased to know 

It's letter perfect in its way 

My checker told me so. 

 

 
 
Everyone here at Bell Vietnam would 
like to wish you a very Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year! 2010 is 
going to be a big year for us and we 
hope it will be a prosperous one for 
you and your family too!  
 

Best Wishes,  
The Bell Vietnam Team!  


